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OUT with the old and in with the 
new. Big Flat Electric Cooperative 

is currently in the process of replac-
ing the oil circuit reclosers (OCR) with 
new compact modular reclosers (CMR). 
Both the OCR and CMR are line circuit 
breakers. 

Most of you have experienced your 
power going on and off rapidly about 
four times, and then go completely out, 
or stay on. This is the actions of these 
breakers doing their job. 

Basically, what is happening is when 
there is a fluctuation in power, these 
breakers will lock out and come back 
in up to four times for protection. If the 
fluctuation continues after four times 
of locking out, then the breakers will 
completely lock out and must be reset 
by a Big Flat Electric lineman.  

There are many benefits to replacing 
an OCR with a CMR. Below are a few of 
the key points:

• A CMR is fully programmable, 
minimizing the amount of inventory, 
required. Instead of needing a 50, 70, 
100 and 140 amp 4H/4E OCR in the 
inventory we can program the CMR 
to any of those ratings. We can also 
program the CMR for ratings that don’t 
exist as an OCR trip rating, such as 60, 
75 or 90 amps, etc.

• Not only is the trip rating program-
mable on the CMR, but the time current 
curve (TCC) is programmable as well. 
The CMR can utilize the full range of 
TCCs compared to an OCR using only 
an A, B or C curve. Some OCRs have an 
available D curve. CMRs has more than 

100 curves that each can be custom-
ized for optimal coordination of line 
devices, compared to only four TCCs on 
OCRs.

• The CMR can program the total 
operations to lockout from 1-4 shots, 
compared to an OCR being set from the 
factory with 2-4 with their predefined 
TCCs. 

• The recommended maintenance 
life for OCRs is every 3 years, or 64-68 
total unit operations. The Siemens CMR 
is rated at 10,000 mechanical opera-
tions, 70 operations at the full 12.5kA 
load interrupter rating or 600 opera-
tions at 8kA load interrupter rating. 
The CMR is sold as a no-maintenance 
replacement to the older OCRs. The 
only maintenance component is replac-
ing the batteries every eight years. 

• The CMR is rated to a full 12.5kA 
interrupting, for the 4H OCR the maxi-
mum interrupting rating ranges from 
0.2-3kA, depending on the trip rating of 
the OCR. 

• CMRs, hold a minimum of 3,000 
events in the event log to help trou-
bleshoot problems on the system. 
OCRs do not log any data to assist in 
troubleshooting.

• CMRs are  easier to install and 
work with. A CMR weighs 43 lbs. with 
mounting bracket compared to 114 lbs. 
for a 4H OCR or 205 lbs. for a 4E OCR. 

These replacements are being 
budgeted throughout the next three 
years, and full replacements of the 
OCRs is expected to be done by the end 
of 2024.  

BIG FLAT ELECTRIC UPGRADING TO 
COMPACT MODULAR RECLOSERS

ABOVE: After the new Compact Modular 
Reclosers are installed.
BELOW: The old Oil Circuit Reclosers to be 
replaced.
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HAVE a Merry Christmas, with 
no better way to spend the holi-

days than Christmas in the country or 
Christmas in the mountains. The Rock-
ing R Ranch House on Beaver Creek 
and the Cabin on Ruby Gulch Road are 
managed by Up North Vacation Rent-
als, LLC, owned and operated by Jenifer 
Anderson. 

I asked Jenifer how she got started in 
this business. She said she has always 
liked staying in Airbnbs and Vrbos; as 
they offer a home type atmosphere to 
your stay and being a rural area, they 
offer more lodging options for travelers. 
In addition, both owners and travelers 
support our area local businesses.

The Rocking R Ranch House is 
located off U.S. Highway 2 between Saco 
and Malta. It is nestled back in the trees 
and sleeps up to nine year-round, and 
11 seasonally. The Cabin on Ruby Gulch 
Road, which is in the mountain town 
of Zortman, offers beautiful scenery 
and sleeps 11 poeple year-round. Both 

BUSINESS 
in FOCUS

If you know or have a business 
that you would like featured in 
our newsletter, please contact 
Shawna at (406) 654-2040 or 
shawna@bigflatelectric.com

ABOVE: The Rocking R Ranch House is located 
off U.S. Highway 2 between Saco and Malta. 
It can sleep up to 11 people seasonally and 9 
year-round.
LEFT: The living room area of the Rocking R 
Ranch House is spacious and rustic. | PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF JENIFER ANDERSON, UP 
NORTH VACATION RENTALS - MONTANA

B U S I N E S S  i n  F O C U S

ROCKING R RANCH 
HOUSE

S T O R Y  B Y  S H A W N A  M Y E R S  
B i g  F l a t  E l e c t r i c  C o o p e r a t i v e

AND CABIN ON RUBY GULCH ROAD
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MONTANA Electric Cooperatives’ 
Association (MECA) offers a 

$500 scholarship to any college-bound 
undergraduate students. The appli-
cant’s parent or guardian must be 
receiving electric service from Big Flat 
Electric Cooperative. 

The scholarships may be used at a 
Montana college or university, or any 
out-of-state institution. Funds for these 
scholarships come from donations that 
honor the memories of deceased direc-
tors, managers and employees who 
have served electric cooperatives. 

MECA scholarship applications need 
to be turned in to Big Flat Electric by 
January 25, 2023. 

Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
(BEPC) offers a $1,000 scholarship to 
students enrolled or planning to enroll 
in a full-time graduate or undergrad-
uate course of study at an accredited 
two or four-year college, university or 
vocational/technical school. 

The scholarships are awarded based 
on academic record, the potential to 
succeed, leadership and participation 
in school and community activities, 
honors, work experience, a statement 
of education and career goals, and an 
outside appraisal. 

Scholarships are due in the Big Flat 
office by January 25, 2023. 

Applications are available online 
at bigflatelectric.com, school guidance 
counselors and at Big Flat Electric 
office. Don’t miss out!  

places are fully furnished and have 
complete kitchens and baths, with all 
the necessities. 

With both places just opening, 
Jenifer feels they will be great places 
to stay, no matter the season. Rocking 
R Ranch House is close to Sleeping 
Buffalo Resort and Nelson Reservoir, 
which offers great water activities 
and ice fishing. The Cabin on Ruby 
Gulch Road is a great place to stay if 
you intend to do some gold panning, 
hiking, or horse and ATV riding, and 
is close to the CMR Wildlife Refuge. 
The surrounding area of the CMR is 
popular for hunting and fishing as 

well.
If you are planning a vacation, 

family reunion, wedding, hunting trip 
or just need a place to stay for a night, 
both places are available for nightly 
and extended stays. Each property 
has a Facebook page, which can be 
found by searching “Rocking R Ranch 
House on Beaver Creek” or “Cabin on 
Ruby Gulch Road”. Reservations can 
be made through the Facebook pages, 
Airbnb and Vrbo websites or directly 
through Jenifer Anderson, Up North 
Vacation Rentals, LLC., via Facebook 
Messenger or by phone at 406-654-
4262.  

MECA and Basin 
scholarships open
DEADLINE IS JANUARY 25

Interior shots of the Rocking R Ranch House. | PHOTOS COURTESY OF JENIFER ANDERSON, 
UP NORTH VACATION RENTALS - MONTANA

ABOVE AND RIGHT: The Cabin on Ruby 
Gulch Road is close to the CMR Wildlife 
Refuge and a great place for hiking or ATV 
riding.  | PHOTOS COURTESY OF JENIFER 
ANDERSON, UP NORTH VACATION RENTALS 
- MONTANA
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Big Flat Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

District 1 Duane Klindworth
District 2 Alan Van Voast
District 3 Alan Wasson, President
District 4 Betty Campbell, Sec. /Treas.
District 5 Roger Solberg, Vice President
District 6 Patty Quisno
District 7 Kevin Koss
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

General Manager: Gretchen Boardman

CONNECT WITH US
OPEN WEEKDAYS 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

333 S 7TH ST W
MALTA, MT 59538
(406) 654-2040

AFTER HOURS OUTAGE:  
654-7400

DECEMBER PHOTO SPOTLIGHT

BIG FLAT ELECTRIC
C O O P E R A T I V E

SERVING BLAINE, PHILLIPS AND VALLEY COUNTIES

P.O. BOX  2 2 9  l  MALTA , MT  5 9 5 3 8  l  WWW.B IGFLATELECTR I C. COM

P H O T O S  B Y  J O E  H O U L D
B I G  F L A T  E L E C T R I C  L I N E M A N

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
BIG FLAT ELECTRIC WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL A 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

 WE WILL BE CLOSED FRIDAY DEC. 23, MONDAY DEC. 26 FOR 
CHRISTMAS AND MONDAY JAN. 2 FOR NEW YEARS


