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Column by KEVIN KOSS   
Big Flat Electric Board Member

IT seems winter has arrived, or at 
least it feels that way, which is why 

I thought about something I take for 
granted. I do think about it more now 
that I’m part of your electric co-op. Reli-
ability is something we have now, with 
electricity to our homes and our lives.

When I was a kid, we had electric 
lines going to three households from a 
junction box. The electricity from what 
was called REA at the time, fed these 
three homes through this junction 
box. We had a PTO-driven generator 
that powered the necessities in these 

homes if the power 
was out. It seemed like 
the power went out 3–5 
days at a time, several 
times a year back then. 
Thanks to the work 
that has been done to 
the power grid since 

then, the lights seldom go out for even 
a day anymore. This is the goal of the 
people at your local co-op. 

Big Flat Electric Co-op strives to 
bring you safe, reliable and the most 
affordable electricity it can. There 
will be strains on the power grid in 
the coming years, nationwide. In the 
country’s push for green energy, they 

are taking more generating capacity 
offline than they are replacing it with. 
This is happening as our demands are 
increasing. 

Co-ops, like ours, will continue to 
work hard to keep the lights, and more 
importantly, the heat, on.

SIDE NOTE: My grandfather, Charles 
Koss, purchased a chest freezer from 
Trafton-Dorn Co. in Malta three years 
before he got electricity. The mercantile 
owners let him plug it in in the back of 
the store until REA completed the lines to 
the ranch. He would stop by and pickup 
things from his freezer when he made a 
trip to town.

MONTANA Electric Cooperatives’ 
Association (MECA) offers a 

$500 scholarship to any college-bound 
undergraduate students. The appli-
cant’s parent or guardian must be 
receiving electric service from Big Flat 
Electric Cooperative. 

The scholarships may be used at a 
Montana college or university, or any 
out-of-state institution. Funds for these 
scholarships come from donations that 
honor the memories of deceased direc-
tors, managers and employees who 
have served electric cooperatives. 

MECA scholarship applications need 
to be turned in to Big Flat Electric by 

January 25, 2023. 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative 

(BEPC) offers a $1,000 scholarship to 
students enrolled or planning to enroll 
in a full-time graduate or undergrad-

uate course of study at an accredited 
two or four-year college, university or 
vocational/technical school. 

The scholarships are awarded based 
on academic record, the potential to 
succeed, leadership and participation 
in school and community activities, 
honors, work experience, a statement 
of education and career goals, and an 
outside appraisal. 

Scholarships are due in the Big Flat 
office by January 25, 2023. 

Applications are available online at 
bigflatelectric.com, from school guid-
ance counselors and at Big Flat Electric 
office. Don’t miss out!  

BIG FLAT ELECTRIC STRIVES TO PROVIDE 
RELIABLE AND AFFORDABLE ELECTRICITY

G U E S T  C O L U M N  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D

DON'T MISS OUT ON SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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S T O R Y  B Y  S H A W N A  M Y E R S  
B i g  F l a t  E l e c t r i c  C o o p e r a t i v e

Big Flat Electric | Feature
B U S I N E S S  i n  F O C U S

UNIQUENESS and special orders can all be found at 
one place. Northern Prairie Designs, located in Malta, 

offers custom embroidery, heat transfer and sublimation on 
apparel and accessories.

Northern Prairie Designs is owned by Charlie and Jolynn 
Messerly. The Messerlys purchased the business, formally 
known as Prairie Designs, in January 2021. Jolynn had 
always wanted to own her own business, and although 
she knew nothing about vinyl or embroidery, her extensive 
knowledge of computers, graphic design and Photoshop 
made this opportunity a good fit.

Charlie and Jolynn have four children: Somer (26) lives in 
Havre, Camryn (20) in Billings, and Layla (15) and Janae (12) 
still at home. 

Jolynn operates Northern Prairie Design and, with the 
part-time help of Kayla Warren, they keep things running 
smoothly. Jolynn says she occasionally will have her kids 
come in to help with larger orders. Charlie is employed 
with the Nature Conservancy and helped a lot in the begin-
ning with the embroidery, but now generally only comes in 
if something breaks down. 

I asked Jolynn how much of her time the business 
requires. She said it is a full-time job, 5 to 6 days a 
week, but she makes sure she is home at 5 p.m. to make 
supper, spend time with her family and tend to other 
responsibilities.

NORTHERN PRAIRIE 
DESIGNS

A vinyl cutter is one of the many machines used at Northern Prairie 
Designs. | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO

Northern Prairie Designs Owner/Operator Jolynn Messerly stands in front 
of her store in Malta. She purchased the business in early 2021. | BIG 
FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO
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Since purchasing Northern Prairie 
Designs, Jolynn went to an all-color 
heat-transfer printer. The sky is the 
limit with this printer. If you find 
a picture or design that you would 
like on a shirt, etc. bring it in to 
Northern Prairie Designs. She wants 
everyone to know there are really 
no limitations to what she can do 
with sublimination, which is ink and, 
when heated, turns into vapor and 
dyes the material. Everything can be 
completely customizable on clothes, 
mugs and other items. She can even 
produce canvas wraps from a picture. 
Basically, if it can take a heat press, 
they can make it. Benefits of the 
sublimination process are the design 
won’t peel off, wash off, it doesn't feel 
like a vinyl transfer or screen print, 
and over time it won’t crack. Along 
with sublimination, they offer embroi-
dery, vinyl for big banners and decals. 

Northern Prairie Designs adver-

tises on KMMR Radio, in the Super 
Shopper, Phillips County News, Etsy 
and Facebook. They can be reached 
by phone at (406) 654-1133, email 
(prairiedesign406@gmail.com) or 
Facebook Messenger. Store hours are 
Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Stop in at 
119 S 1st Ave. East and see the vari-
ety of items that are offered, or look 
through catalogs for special orders.  

Big Flat Electric | Feature

BUSINESS 
in FOCUS

If you know or have a business 
that you would like featured in 
our newsletter, please contact 
Shawna at (406) 654-2040 or 
shawna@bigflatelectric.com

Northern Prairie Designs offers embroidery.  | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO

Northern Prairie Designs is open Monday through Saturday in Malta.  | COURTESY PHOTO

from the archives...
October 1963 – BFEC Newsletter
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Big Flat Electric | Photo Spotlight

Big Flat Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

District 1 Duane Klindworth
District 2 Alan Van Voast
District 3 Alan Wasson, President
District 4 Betty Campbell, Sec. /Treas.
District 5 Roger Solberg, Vice President
District 6 Patty Quisno
District 7 Kevin Koss
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

General Manager: Gretchen Boardman

CONNECT WITH US
OPEN WEEKDAYS 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

333 S 7TH ST W
MALTA, MT 59538
(406) 654-2040

AFTER HOURS OUTAGE:  
654-7400

JANUARY PHOTO SPOTLIGHT

BIG FLAT ELECTRIC
C O O P E R A T I V E

SERVING BLAINE, PHILLIPS AND VALLEY COUNTIES

P.O. BOX  2 2 9  l  MALTA , MT  5 9 5 3 8  l  WWW.B IGFLATELECTR I C. COM

SEND BIG FLAT 
YOUR PHOTOS
Big Flat Electric Cooperative 
welcomes pictures from our service 
area. Please feel free to submit 
photos that you have taken so that 
we can publish them in the Big 
Flat Electric news section of Rural 
Montana magazine. Photos can be 
emailed to shawna@bigflatelectric.
com, along with an explanation or 
description of your photo.

P H O T O S  B Y  B R E N D E N  J O H N S O N
B I G  F L A T  E L E C T R I C  L I N E M A N

A Big Flat Electric Cooperative utility truck 
from the mid-1900s. 

from the archives...


