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BE PREPARED FOR STORMS
Big Flat Electric encourages members to be ready for the big storm

B

IG Flat Electric Cooperative encourages reporting any power outages
during business hours at (406) 654-2040,
or after hours at (406) 654-7400.
• Big Flat Electric is prepared for the
severe storms that may impact our
area year-round. If we experience
any power outages or damage to
the system, our crew will be ready
to make repairs as soon as outdoor
conditions are safe.
• Big Flat Electric maintains a stock of
poles, transformers and other equip-

B

ment. Personnel will coordinate with
suppliers should we need additional
materials.
• Big Flat Electric encourages all
members to have a storm emergency
kit on hand. We recommend including
the following items: water (one gallon
per person per day, for several days),
food (three-day supply of non-perishables), flashlights, first aid kit/
prescriptions, extra batteries/wireless
phone chargers, manual can opener,
moist towelettes and extra pet food.

MALTA ANNUAL AGRICULTURAL DAY

IG Flat Electric Co-op participated in Malta’s Annual Ag Day on March 25, and is a proud supporter of agriculture in
our community. We enjoyed visiting those that stopped by our booth.

Erin and Emma Solberg check out the Big Flat Electric Cooperative
display at Malta’s Annual Ag Day. | PHOTO BY BIG FLAT ELECTRIC

Jim Fauth and his grandson enjoy the Ag Day celebration. | PHOTO
BY BIG FLAT ELECTRIC
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BORDER BAR & GRILL

Turner tavern returns renovated and renamed
STORY BY SHAWNA MYERS | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

L

OOKING for a delicious meal,
something to quench you thirst or
to experience great hospitality?
Stop in and see all the changes and
improvements Dan and Crystal Friedrich have made to the Border Bar &
Grill in Turner.
Dan and Crystal decided to
purchase the “241 Grill & Tavern” in
July 2021 after kicking around the
idea for a couple years. Dan worked
offshore for 23-plus years, and they
were ready for a small-town, slower
paced atmosphere. Crystal currently
maintains their home in Shepard and
works in Billings. She is also very busy
with the end-of-year school stuff —
having a senior ready to graduate and

The Border Bar & Grill in Turner. It was called
241 Grill & Tavern before Dan and Crystal
Friedrich purchased it and remodeled and
renamed it. | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO

a fourth grader, and coming to Turner
in her spare time to help with the bar
and grill. They are working on a place
to live, and will hopefully get moved to
the area this summer.
They spent several months remodeling and facing the challenges of
rules and regulations placed on
bars and grills. On February 11, they
opened the doors as “Border Bar &
Grill”, which gave the community a
common gathering place for events.
Dan commented that the community
seems to be very excited to have the
bar back open for business. Dan said,
“Turner is a great place!” The Border
Bar & Grill offers a variety of items on
the menu and is also able to cater the
bar at different events, with the help

TOP LEFT: Border Bar & Grill owners Dan and Crystal Friedrich renovated the old tavern
and re-opened in February. LEFT: Before shot of the 241 Grill & Tavern’s main bar area.
ABOVE: The main bar area after the remodel and renaming to Border Bar & Grill. | BIG FLAT
ELECTRIC PHOTOS
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of five employees.
In the future, they plan to offer other events such
as bingo and dart leagues, on a consistent basis.
With summer coming and events that take place in
Turner, such as the car show and parade, the couple
plans to be very involved, and organize different
activities.
Besides operating the bar and grill, Dan and
Crystal also have three RV sites next to the bar that
have water, sewer and power. This is a great feature
for those of you who are in the area hunting or
attending events near or in Turner.
If you are in the Turner area or going for a drive,
stop in, they would like to serve you a meal and
something to drink. The Border Bar & Grill can be
followed on the Facebook page, and can be reached
at (406) 379-8241.

The Border Bar & Grill is now open in Turner. | BIG FLAT ELECTRIC PHOTO

How your capital credit allocation works
I

N April, each Big Flat Electric Cooperative member who received and
paid an electric bill during 2021 was
issued a Capital Credit Allocation
Notice through the mail.
Cooperatives are distinctly different
from investor-owned utilities. For-profit
electric utilities generate margins on
behalf of investors and shareholders.
In an electric cooperative, such as Big
Flat Electric, any margins (revenues
remaining after all expenses have
been paid) are allocated to members
in proportion to their electric usage
payments. The more electricity you
use, the more shares of the cooperative
you own. That’s the power of cooperative membership.

Capital Credit Allocations DO
NOT represent available funds. Over
time, allocations may be paid out
to members as funds are available.
Payment is known as a capital credit
retirement. The decision to retire capital credits rests solely with our Board
of Directors, and is dependent on the
financial condition of the cooperative
and the provisions of our bylaws. Big
Flat Electric’s current retirement cycle
is 21 years, and we generally issue
capital credit retirement checks in
October of each year.
For 2021, Big Flat Electric’s margins
for allocation totaled $566,956. Each
active member received their allocation as a credit to their individual

capital credit allocation account. The
balance in your account is the sum of
your allocations earned to date, minus
any retired (paid) capital credits to
date.
Your Capital Credit Allocations
never expire or go away. Once in
your account, they are yours. Please
notify our office of any future address
changes so that you will receive your
available payouts when processed.
Allocated Capital Credits shown on
your recently mailed allocation notice
may not be used to pay electric bills or
any other debt you may owe Big Flat
Electric.
If you have any questions, please call
the office at 406-654-2040. Thanks!
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MAY PHOTO SPOTLIGHT

PHOTO BY
CHARLOTTE BLACKCROW

SEND BIG FLAT
YOUR PHOTOS

PHOTO BY
LINDA LACOCK

Big Flat Electric Cooperative welcomes pictures
from our service area. Please feel free to submit
photos that you have taken so that we can
publish them in the Big Flat Electric news section
of the Rural Montana magazine. Photos can be
emailed to shawna@bigflatelectric.com along
with an explanation or description of your photo.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Duane Klindworth
Alan Van Voast
Alan Wasson, President
Betty Campbell, Sec. /Treas.
Roger Solberg, Vice President
Patty Quisno
Kevin Koss

General Manager: Gretchen Boardman
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CONNECT WITH US
OPEN WEEKDAYS 8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.
333 S 7TH ST W
MALTA, MT 59538
(406) 654-2040

AFTER HOURS OUTAGE:
654-7400

www.bigflatelectric.com

Big Flat Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

